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But in an age when religious belief was on the wane, the novel
was interpreted as a poetic and phil osophical netaphor of

human exi stence. As a character, then, Don Quixote is forever
tied to the circunstances of his birth as a funny idea that
Cervantes rightly saw woul d nmake peopl e | augh.
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Qui xote is noved to exclaimin sheer wondernent at his own
success:
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subsequent adventures will take on a special rel evance for

t hem because they will be related tine and again to the

central question which each character has to resolve in his
particular way if he is to fulfill his goal in life.
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